Annual Comanche Homecoming Pow Wow.
She sets up camp, cooks traditional meals
including her internationally known signature
frybread for visitors, and speaks Comanche to
anyone who stops by her campsite. “She’s my
cultural inspiration,” says Marla. In Comanche
culture, “the only daughter” holds a special
place. “Taa Punepeta” in the Comanche lan-
guage, has a place of responsibility and yet, is
the one who can wear a special black velvet,
ankle length dress with (traded) Cowrie shells
as a decorative accent.

“I wanted to show the children from back
home that beauty exists in our own backyard
and to take pride in the beauty of our surround-
ings.” Marla’s photography of nature and
Comanche culture demonstrates those qualities.
An added benefit was the number of Comanche
people living away from Oklahoma, who have
requested next year’s calendar. Marla wants
young people in Comanche country to see how
art “as a process” can be a factor in transforma-
tion and healing. She has the determination to
not only overcome tragedy and obstacles but to
celebrate the life and art as a ceremony of trans-
formation.

To order calendars or her new CD of
Comanche Hymns, please call (580)678-0018 or
email marlia_32@hotmail.com. Sunrise in Comanche Country
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