By Stephen Ladd and Juanita Pahdopony

Bill Neeley's twenty-year journey
to fulfill a dream did not finish with
the writing of his book, The Last
Comanche Chief: The Life and
Times of Quanah Parker. Neeley, as
you know from our last article, took
the story a bit further. With a bit of
luck, and a lot of hard work, he has
taken the first steps necessary to
bring the life story of Quanah Parker
to worldwide cinema.

Over the course of the last few
years, after the initial release of his
book, Bill has toiled away at creating
a magnificent screenplay. A script
was created that would encompass
the scope and vision necessary in
order to tell this story. The years of
hard work paid off. Based on the
merits of his critically acclaimed
book, his integrity, and the power of
this untold legend, Bill has attracted

not only very supportive
and influential natives of
Texas and Oklahoma,
but well respected indi-
viduals from the motion
picture industry. And
perhaps most impor-
tantly, he has the
backing of very
important members
of the Comanche
Nation. The result
has been a smooth
segue into the pre-
production process.
This isn’'t
always so easy
with independent
filmmaking.
Often times, the
union of the
material to the

production

team can be a long,
drawn out process.
During the early
stages of develop-
ment, the writer
often times cannot
come to an agree-
ment with the pro-
ducers for various
reasons. An example
is the obvious issue
of money. It can
happen that a writer
wants a larger budg-
et than what a pro-
ducer is willing to
pay or what the
market will bear.
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Other times the

writer is worried about the integrity
of his own material. And this is not
without good reason. If the produc-
tion team doesn’t share his vision, or
lacks an understanding for the feel
and tone of the story, it can result in
a film that isn’t true to the source
material.

Outside of Hollywood, most peo-
ple do not understand the true role
of a producer. What does a producer
do? Here are some paraphrased defi-
nitions from the Producer’s Guild of
America’s website, which can be
found at:
http://www.producersguild.org for
those of you who desire to see more.
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