
Billboard recently named Strait
the second most played artist in all
musical genres as he scored his 50th
#1 single with “She'll Leave You
With A Smile,” from his Road Less
Traveled CD. The song hit the #1
spot in December, setting a new
record for #1 songs by a single artist
in any genre, breaking Conway
Twitty's longstanding solo record of
49 number one songs. 

Strait was ecstatic about his 50th
single and, as always, was quick to
give credit to his fans and record
company. “I am extremely pleased
and excited about reaching this new
milestone in my career. I realize that
it would not have been possible
without an enormous amount of sup-
port from my fans, country radio,
and the unending effort of dozens,
maybe even hundreds of great peo-
ple who have worked at MCA
Records over the course of my
career. There is no way that I can
find the words to properly express
my gratitude to everyone for their

help. I am very humbled by it all.” 
The country music legend gar-

nered his first #1 song back in 1982
with “Fool Hearted Memory.” Each
of the eleven singles he subsequently
released between 1986 and 1989,
became #1 songs. Strait has sold over
57 million records and earned 26
platinum albums. His other awards
include, four American Music
Awards, eleven Academy of Country
Music Awards, and 15 Country
Music Association Awards. 

On February 11th, Strait released
his first live recording entitled, “For
The Last Time - Live From the
Astrodome.” The 16-song disc was
recorded live last year during the
final night of the 2002 Houston Live
Stock Show and Rodeo at the famed
Astrodome. The live DVD of the
concert is now available in stores.

One year later, on the heels of
the CD’s release, Strait once again
captivated an enthusiastic audience
performing at Houston’s new Reliant
Stadium to kickoff opening cere-

monies for the 2003 Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo. When
asked if he still enjoyed performing
after all these years, Strait eased into
a huge smile. “I always enjoy it when
I walk on stage…. when the audi-
ence is really with you, there's noth-
ing better than that.” The audience
was certainly with him in Houston.
George Strait is pure Texas and they
love and respect him for it. 

Strait is looking forward to this
year’s Strait Team Roping Classic
where he will compete with his son,
Bubba, and hopefully ride away with
his first championship. 

George Strait's unparalleled
recording career continues to cele-
brate the western lifestyle; his new
CD appropriately closes with the
song, “The Cowboy Rides Away.” 

*Marcia Zwilling is a freelance
writer based in Austin, Texas and
can be contacted at
Cowgrlwriter@aol.com
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Join us June 21 and 22, 2003 in the beautiful mountains of Evergreen, 
Colorado. Kick off the weekend with the rodeo parade then head on 
over to the PRCA rodeo where the region's top cowboys and cowgirls 

will be competing. After the rodeo on Saturday enjoy a dinner and dance 
at the Elks Lodge. It's a Colorado Mountain Tradition.
Call 303-670-3928 for more information.
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