They prepare rotating exhibits,
including works from regional artists,
South American notables and others
affiliated with pertinent topics. A
visual treat, “Chicano Now:
American Expression” offers a
gallery-setting multimedia exhibit.
Actor Cheech Marin, dubbed “the
visionary behind the exhibit,” loaned
art from his own collection and
encouraged other works for the pres-
entation. The February 1-May 18,
2003 show also involves Paul
Rodriguez, George Lopez, Carla
Mendiola, Guillermo Gomez-Pefia,
Roberto Rodriguez, Gustavo Vasquez,
Lourdes Portillo and Culture Clash.
“Honoring the people and their
cultures is just what the Center is all
about,” explains board chairman
Edward Lujan. “Exhibits, film, the-
ater, music, food, writing, language-
these are all worth preserving. Our

challenge is how to do it,” he reveals.

The four-phase facility enjoys a his-
tory of its own, stemming from 1983
to the present. During this year, the
creation of the Hispanic Culture
Foundation prepared the path for
fund raising. The publication
Building the Village: Flow of the
River, Volume |1 provides a timeline
and logistical plan for the ambitious
undertaking. According to the text,
“When the New Mexico Hispanic
Cultural Foundation was founded in
1983, it was the only public founda-
tion in the nation dedicated to the
support of Hispanic art and humani-
ties. Its purpose was to identify, pre-
serve, enhance and continue New
Mexico’s Hispanic legacy. The goal
of the foundation was to “foster a
renaissance of traditional Hispanic
arts, literature and humanities; to
increase the understanding of the
significance, value and complexity
of the culture; and to stimulate fur-
ther creativity in contemporary
Hispanic arts, literature and human-
ities.”

February of 1999, groundbreak-
ing ceremonies paved the way for
the first phase of construction.
Chairman Lujan presides over a 15-
member board (five from each of
the state’s three congressional dis-
tricts), all appointed by the
Governor and approved by the
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Ballet Folklorico de Quetzalli performing on the Plaza Mayor

Relocating to Fort Worth or Dallas?

Serving your Farm, Ranch, and Residential
Needs in the Following Counties:
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Rockwall e Wise

Sandy Vandiver, ABR, GRI

Certified Relocation specialist
vannat@ev1.net
817-442-0252 — office
972-617-9154 — fax
500 N. Carroll Blvd., Ste 100
Southlake, TX 76092
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